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requests comments on any PHMSA interpretation, guidance 
document, or any other material implementing the pipeline 
safety regulations which are suitable for modification or 
repeal. Additionally, the ANPRM seeks comment on whether 
PHMSA should codify in the pipeline safety regulations a 
requirement to conduct periodic regulatory reviews so that the 
agency is continuously reviewing and identifying regulations 
that require modification. Public comment on the ANPRM is 
due by August 4, 2025. 
Liquified Natural Gas Facilities Advance Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking- On May 5, 2025, PHMSA published 
in the Federal Register an ANPRM seeking public comments 
to help guide amendments to 49 C.F.R. Part 193, the safety 
standards applicable to liquified natural gas (LNG) facilities.12 
Citing the growing importance of LNG to the economy and 
that the current Part 193 requirements incorporate out-of-date 
industry standards that no longer align with modern LNG 
operations or facilities, PHMSA requested public comment to 
understand how best to revise Part 193.  Specific topics dis-
cussed in the ANPRM include (1) the appropriate means to 
clarify the scope of PHMSA’s jurisdiction over LNG facilities; 
(2) whether different types of LNG facilities, e.g., peak 
shavers and export terminals,  should be regulated differently; 
(3) possible amendments to LNG facility reporting require-
ments; and (4) how best to update the current industry stan-
dards incorporated in Part 193. The public comment period 
for the ANPRM closes on July 7, 2025.  
Repair Criteria Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
On May 21, 2025, PHMSA published an ANPRM requesting 
public comment on how best to update the agency’s repair 
criteria in 49 C.F.R. Part 192 for gas pipelines, and in 49 
C.F.R. Part 195 for hazardous liquids and carbon dioxide 
pipelines, as well as updating inspection requirements for in-
service breakout tanks.13 Parts 192 and 195 include repair cri-
teria and remediation timelines for certain pipeline anomalies, 
such as dents and corrosion. These requirements differ 
depending on whether the pipeline is subject to Part 192 or 
195 integrity management (IM) requirements. 
Noting that certain Part 192 or Part 195 repair criteria and 
timelines had not been updated for an extended period and 
do not accommodate advances in modern technologies and 
methods to manage pipeline integrity, PHMSA requested pub-
lic comment on an extensive list of topics to help guide a 
future rulemaking to modernize the repair criteria and reduce 
their current regulatory burden. Certain specific topics in the 
ANPRM include (1) whether the current repair criteria and 

4, 2025).
12.Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, “Pipeline Safety: Amendments to Liquified 
Natural Gas Facilities,” 90 Fed. Reg. 18,949 (May 5, 2025). 
13.Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, “Pipeline Safety: Repair Criteria for 
Hazardous Liquid and Gas Transmission Pipelines,” 90 Fed. Reg. 21,715 (May 21, 2025). 

remediation timelines provided commensurate safety benefits 
when measured against compliance costs; (2) whether the 
current regulations can appropriately accommodate the use of 
innovative technologies or methods; (3) identification of 
potential amendments to annual, incident, and safety-related 
condition reporting; and (4) identification of potential changes 
to the IM repair criteria for longitudinal seam weld corrosion 
on hazardous liquid pipelines.14 The comment period for the 
ANPRM closes on July 21, 2025.  
Public Comments on Interpretation Requests - Apart from 
new rulemakings, PHMSA has also adopted a new process 
which allows the public to provide comments on interpretation 
requests under review by the agency. Under PHMSA’s regula-
tions, any person may file an interpretation request seeking 
PHMSA’s guidance on the meaning of its regulations or how 
the regulations would apply in specific circumstances.15 
Previously, PHMSA did not make an interpretation request 
publicly available until it also published its response. Under 
the Trump administration, PHMSA now publishes the interpre-
tation requests it receives on its website16, and provides a 30-
day comment window, so that the public may provide input on 
how PHMSA should respond. The new process provides 
operators with notice of pending interpretation requests that 
may have industry-wide implications and allow operators to 
participate in the interpretation process.  
Conclusion - For pipeline operators, the current focus of 
DOT and PHMSA to improve efficiency, modernize, and 
deregulate its programs provides an opportunity to inform 
DOT and PHMSA’s efforts by providing comments in the rule-
making proceedings. Additionally, operators should be aware 
that the situation remains dynamic, and it is likely that DOT 
and PHMSA will continue to add new deregulatory initiatives 
alongside those already announced. Operators should contin-
ue to track DOT and PHMSA activity to determine if there are 
any new initiatives that they may want to participate in.< 

 
Lee Banse is an attorney in Babst Calland’s 
Washington, D.C. office and a member of the 
Energy and Natural Resources and Pipeline and 
HazMat Safety groups. Mr. Banse represents clients 
in pipeline safety matters before the Pipeline and 
Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
(PHMSA), state agencies, and federal courts. 
Contact him at lbanse@babstcalland.com or 202-853-3463. 
 
This article is reprinted with permission from Babst, Calland, Clements and 
Zomnir, P.C. for educational purposes. This information is not designed to be, 
nor should it be considered or used as a substitute for specific legal advice. All 
rights reserved. Attorney Advertising. 

14. Id. 21,717-27,719. 
15. 49 C.F.R. § 190.11(b). 
16. https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/standards-rulemaking/pipeline/interpretations/pending-pipeline-interpre-
tations 
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2025  
PIOGA PARTNERS 

��������������  PROMOTE and BOOST 
YOUR BUSINESS with PIOGA! 
Advertising Now Open for the 2025–
2026 PIOGA Membership Directories 
Don’t miss your chance to elevate 
your brand and connect with 
Pennsylvania’s oil and gas industry 
leaders—advertising opportunities are now available in our 
2025–2026 PIOGA Membership Directories! 
This is an affordable and effective way to get your compa-
ny name and services in front of key decision-makers, 
potential new customers, and fellow industry professionals 
throughout the Commonwealth. 
NEW PIOGA MEMBERS — This Is Your Time to Shine! 
Let your fellow members know who you are, what you do, 
and that you’re proud to be part of PIOGA! This is a per-
fect opportunity to make your presence known, grow your 
network, and show your support for the industry. 
����  Key Details: 
• All premium ad positions are sold out – but don’t worry! 
There is unlimited high-visibility space available in our 
Preferred Suppliers Section. 
• Deadline for artwork and payment: June 30, 2025 

For more information contact Debbie Oyler at  
debbie@pioga.org or 724.933.7306 ext. 22.

202��  202��

Membership Directory

Pennsylvania Independent 
Oil & Gas Association

100 Allegheny Drive, Suite 104
Warrendale, PA 15086 

phone: 724.933.7306
email: info@pioga.org

pioga.org

Pennsylvania : The Keystone to America’s Energy Future
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July 2025 3.533 
August 3.631 
September 3.620  
October 3.720 
November 4.111 
December 4.654 
January 2026  4.937 
February 4.669  
March 4.235 
April 3.939 

Sources 
American Refining Group: 

www.amref.com/Crude‐Prices‐New.aspx 
Ergon Oil Purchasing: www.ergon.com/crudeoil 
Gas futures: quotes.ino.com/exchanges/ 

?r=NYMEX_NG 
Baker Hughes rig count: 

bakerhughesrigcount.gcs‐web.com/na‐rig‐
count 

NYMEX strip chart: Mid American Natural 
Resources 

Basis futures values: IGS Energy, Inc. 
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Northeast Pricing Report — June 2025 
The breakout above the 200-day moving average is drawing attention as a possible inflection point for bullish momen-
tum. This level, now acting as a key support, may control short-term direction. Should the rally gather steam, bulls 
may target $4.186 per MMBtu in the coming sessions, contingent on sustained buying and weather-driven demand. 
Last week’s EIA storage report confirmed a 101 Bcf injection, exceeding both the five-year average of 98 Bcf and last 
year’s 84 Bcf increase. Inventories now stand at 2,476 Bcf—93 Bcf above the five-year average, although still 316 Bcf 
below 2024 levels. Strong storage builds continue to challenge upside potential, even as traders eye seasonal 
demand strength. 
In May 2025, Appalachian natural gas prices averaged $2.50 per MMBtu, reflecting seasonal trends and moderate 
demand. By June 2025, prices saw a slight decline, averaging $2.02 per mmBtu, as regional supply remained strong and demand softened with warmer temperatures. 
This drop aligns with typical summer trends, where lower heating demand and pipeline maintenance contribute to price fluctuations. 

Provided by Bertison-George, LLC 
www.bertison-george.com
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Branch, John D *                       5/14/25     123-49128     Warren             Warren City 
Cameron Energy *                2   5/6/25       123-48932     Warren             Sheffield Twp 
                                                   5/15/25     123-48934     Warren             Sheffield Twp 
Coterra Energy                     6   5/9/25       115-23201     Susquehanna  Forest Lake  
                                                   5/9/25       115-23202     Susquehanna  Forest Lake  
                                                   5/9/25       115-23150     Susquehanna  Forest Lake  
                                                   5/9/25       115-23151     Susquehanna  Forest Lake  
                                                   5/9/25       115-23152     Susquehanna  Forest Lake  
                                                   5/9/25       115-23153     Susquehanna  Forest Lake 
Gas & Oil Mgmt *                   2   5/6/25       123-48952     Warren             Mead Twp 
                                                   5/15/25     123-49025     Warren             Mead Twp 
Pa Gen Energy                     2   5/13/25     081-22037     Lycoming         Shrewsbury  
                                                   5/15/25     081-22036     Lycoming         Shrewsbury  
Pa Well Dev.                              5/9/25       065-27128     Jefferson          Young Twp 
Range Resources                 5   5/2/25       003-22684     Allegheny         North Fayette 
                                                   5/3/25       003-22685     Allegheny         North Fayette 
                                                   5/5/25       003-22686     Allegheny         North Fayette  
                                                   5/6/25       003-22687     Allegheny         North Fayette  
                                                   5/6/25       003-22688     Allegheny         North Fayette  
Wilmoth Interests *               3   5/5/25       123-49048     Warren             Sheffield Twp 
                                                   5/15/25     123-49047     Warren             Sheffield Twp 
                                                   5/23/25     123-49046     Warren             Sheffield Twp 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

                                                    
 

New PIOGA members  
 Welcome!

                            May    April    March     Feb           
Total Wells            22       67         41          41             
Unconventional Gas      13         62           32              31                
Conventional Gas           0           0              0               0              
Oil                                   8           5              8               6                 
Combination Oil/Gas      0           0              1               1              
Waste Disposal              1 
 

TEAM, Inc.   
Andy Shingledecker 
4333 W. 21st St. Tulsa, OK 74107 
Allies & Providers  
 
The SRS Group, LLC  
Greg Johnson  
PO Box 803 - New Kingstown, Pa 17072 
Allies & Providers  
 
 
 

Spud Report: May 

 
The data show below comes from the Department of 
Environmental Protection. A variety of interactive reports are avail‐
able by going to the Office of Oil and Gas Management page at 
www.dep.pa.gov and choosing Report from the menu. The table is 
sorted by operator and lists the total wells reported as drilled last 
month. Spud is the date drilling began at a well site. The API num-
ber is the drilling permit number issued to the well operator. An 
asterisk (*) after Operator indicates a conventional well. 
 

Operator                    Wells  Date       API#        County         Municipality

PIOGA In The News 

PIOGA Responds to Misleading Editorial from State 
Rep. Greg Vitali 
PIOGA was recently featured in the Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette in response to an op-ed by State Representative 
Greg Vitali (D–Delaware County), Chairman of the House 
Environmental Resources and Energy Committee. In his 
column, Rep. Vitali painted an inaccurate and highly mis-
leading picture of Pennsylvania’s oil and gas industry, call-
ing for increased DEP staffing and expanded regulatory 
oversight based on broad generalizations and outdated 
information. 
In our published response, PIOGA President & Executive 
Director Dan Weaver and General Counsel & Vice 
President of Governmental Affairs Todd Pappasergi set the 
record straight. 
PIOGA highlighted the essential economic role that 
Pennsylvania’s oil and gas producers play in supporting 
over 100,000 jobs, powering local communities, and con-
tributing billions to the state’s economy. PIOGA also cor-
rected several of Rep. Vitali’s claims, including the long-
debunked notion that today’s operators are responsible for 
plugging century-old orphaned wells—wells that predate 
any modern regulation or permitting. 
Our response emphasized the need for balanced and 
informed policy, not rhetoric that undermines 
Pennsylvania’s competitiveness. As other states like Ohio 
and West Virginia continue to embrace their energy sectors 
to attract AI and data center investment, Pennsylvania can-
not afford to push away innovation and job growth through 
politically motivated overregulation. 
PIOGA will continue to advocate for policies that promote 
environmental responsibility and economic vitality. Our 
members are committed to safe, responsible energy devel-
opment—and we will not allow the industry to be mischar-
acterized by those who do not represent the facts. 
Let’s work together to power Pennsylvania’s future. 
Links: Pittsburgh Post Gazette:https://www.post-
gazette.com/opinion/letters/2025/06/08/incorrect-
vitali/stories/202506080069 
Marcellus Drilling News: https://marcellusdrilling.com/2025/06/pa-rep-
greg-vitali-d-attacks-og-pioga-responds/ 
Daily Times: https://www.delcotimes.com/2025/06/13/guest-column-
pennsylvanias-energy-fuels-our-future-a-response-to-vitali/
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PIOGA events 
Information: www.pioga.org > PIOGA Events 

 
PIOGA 2025 Events  
 
PiogaTech - PFAS/Water & Waste Management Training  

July 30 
 

PIOGA’s - Producers Golf Outing 
TBA 
 

PIOGA - Lake Arthur Golf Club Event 
September 11 
 

Other events 
 

96th Annual IPAA Meeting  
June 17-19 
(https://pioga.org/event/96th-annual-ipaa-annual-meeting/) 
 

WEN Gala  
August 15 
(https://pioga.org/event/wen-gala/) 
 

GO WV - Oil & Gas Festival  
September 11-13 
(https://pioga.org/event/go-wv-oil-gas-festival/) 
 

Appalachian Hydrogen & Carbon Capture Conference  
October 16 
(https://pioga.org/event/appalachian-hydrogen-carbon-

capture-conference-2/) 
 
 

Full Calendar - PIOGA Event & Meeting Schedule -  
https://pioga.org/publication_file/2025-PIOGA-Calendar.pdf 

 
PIOGA Members and Industry Partners ‐ Please email 
meghan@pioga.org to advertise upcoming events.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

PIOGA Board of Directors 
Michael Hillebrand (Chairman), Huntley & Huntley, LLC 
Ben Wallace (Vice Chairman), Penneco Oil Company, Inc.  
Frank J. Ross (2nd Vice Chairman), T&F Exploration, LP 
James Kriebel (Treasurer), Kriebel Energy LLC 
Sam Fragale (Secretary), SEF Consulting, LLC 
Gary Slagel (Past‐Chairman), Steptoe & Johnson, PLLC.  
Ben Jezonik, Ergon  
Robert Beatty Jr., Coolspring Gas & Oil Co., LLC 
Stanley J. Berdell, BLX, Inc. 
Dan Billman, Billman Geologic Consultants, Inc. 
Brad Little, Penn View Exploration, Inc.  
Brian Bittinger, Bittinger Drilling, LLC / D&B Gas Production, LLC 
Mark Cline, Cline Oil Company 
David Cook, American Refining Group, Inc. 
Carrie Crumpton, CNX Resources Corp.  
Charlie Frantz, CSR Services.  
Daniel Frick, Diversified Energy Company PLC 
David Hill, Hill Drilling 
Deana Stephens, Steptoe & Johnson PLCC  
Paul Castelnovo, WGM Gas Company Inc. 
Paul Kanouff, Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.  
Bruce King, Greylock Energy 
Joe O’Donnell, IGS Energy, Inc.  
Len Paugh, Long Ridge Energy & Power 
Gene Pietrowski, BlackRock Resources, LLC 
Sean Brake, ShalePro Energy Services 
  Jake Stilley, Patriot Exploration Corporation 
Bryan Snyder, Snyder Brothers, Inc.  
Jeff Walentosky, Moody and Associates, Inc. 

Committee Chairs 
Environmental Committee 

Paul Kanouff, Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc. 
Angelo Albanese, CNX Resources Corp. 

Legislative Committee 
Ben Wallace, Penneco Oil Company 

Market Development Committee 
Gene Pietrowski, BlackRock Resources, LLC.  
Joseph O’Donnell, Eastern Energy Field Services, Inc.  

Safety Committee 
Wayne Vanderhoof, RJR Safety, Inc. 
Eric Staul, Diversified Energy Company PLC 

Tax Committee 
Woodrow Morris, CPA, Schneider Downs & Co., Inc.  

Membership Committee (Diversity ‐ Sub Committee)  
Jeff Walentosky, Moody and Associates, Inc. 
Whitney Nightingale, Steptoe & Johnson PLLC  

Staff 
Dan Weaver (dan@pioga.org), President & Executive Director 
Todd Pappasergi (todd@pioga.org), Vice President & General Counsel  
Debbie Oyler (debbie@pioga.org), Director of Member Services and 

Finance  
Meghan Keely (meghan@pioga.org), Director of Communications (also 

newsletter advertising & editorial contact) 
Deana McMahan (deana@pioga.org), Director of Administration and 

Committee Liaison 

Pennsylvania Independent Oil & Gas Association 
100 Allegheny Drive, Suite 104. Warrendale, PA 15086 

724‐933‐7306 • www.pioga.org 
 

Oil Region Office (Meghan Keely) 
304 East Bissell Ave., Oil City, PA 16301 

814‐671‐2484 
 

© 2025, Pennsylvania Independent Oil & Gas Association 

Calendar 
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100 Allegheny Drive, Suite 104 
Warrendale, PA 15086 

Address Service Requested
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Pennsylvania: The Keystone to America’s Energy Future®

Your protection is our priority. 

Your business fuels America. That’s why we’re dedicated to 
providing quality insurance coverage for the oil and gas industry. 
From operators to drillers and contractors, we’re the insurance 
partner who truly knows your business and how to support you 
best. Since 1917, BITCO has been dedicated to protecting  
you and delivering con昀dence day-in and day-out.

FUEL YOUR  
BUSINESS WITH  
QUALITY COVERAGE. 

Get the service you deserve. 
Visit BITCO.com to 昀nd a specialist agent near you.




