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Historical Figures in Oil & Gas - Vicki Hollub

Whether buying or transporting crude, Ergon Oil Purchasing�s integrated network of 
assets offers diversity to the market. Through Ergon�s refineries, network of terminals, 
barge and trucking fleets, we understand the needs of the crude oil industry.
1.800.278.3364   eopsales@ergon.com   

Premium Service for 
Your Premium Product.

In 2016, Vicki Hollub became the first woman to head a 
major U.S. oil company, Occidental Petroleum. She has 

been instrumental in expanding the company's operations in 
the Permian Basin and has been recognized for her leader-
ship in energy company management. 

Vicki Hollub was born in 1960 in Birmingham, Alabama and 
graduated in 1977 from McAdory High School. She attended 
the University of Alabama, and in 1981 earned a bachelor's 
degree in mineral engineering with a concentration in fuels 
and mineral resources. Hollub was in the 2016 class of 
Distinguished Engineering Fellows from the University of 
Alabama College of Engineering. 

Initially working on oil rigs in Mississippi, Hollub started her 
career in 1981 with Cities Service, when it was a fully inte-
grated oil and gas company. Cities Service was acquired by 
Occidental Petroleum Corporation in 1982. From 1982-2005 
Hollub held technical and management positions for 
Occidental in the US, Russia, Venezuela and Ecuador.  

In 2005, Hollub became involved in leading Occidental's 
expansion in the Permian Basin in West Texas and south-
eastern New Mexico. She was manager of operations for 
Occidental's Permian business from 2009 until 2011, before 

being promoted to president and general manager from 
2011 until 2012 

From 2012 until 2013 Hollub was executive vice president of 
Occidental's operations in California. In October 2013 she 
was named both Occidental Petroleum's vice president and 
the executive vice president of U.S. Operations, Oxy Oil and 
Gas. From 2014 until May 2015, she was the executive vice 
president of Occidental Petroleum and president of 
Occidental Oil & Gas Corp in the Americas. 

Hollub officially became president and CEO of Occidental 
Petroleum in April 2016, with responsibility for operations, 
strategy and financial management. The appointment made 
her the first woman to head a major American oil company, 
and that year Fortune named her #32 on its annual list of the 
Most Powerful Women in business. 

In 2023, Hollub ranked 50th in Forbes list of "World's 100 
most powerful women". Hollub was elected to the National 
Academy of Engineering in 2024 for leadership in energy 
company management and advocating for carbon manage-
ment solutions. 
Link: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vicki_Hollub 
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